[In-transit metastasis in melanoma: Efficacy of topical imiquimod combined with carbon dioxide laser or with electrocautery].
In-transit metastases in cutaneous melanoma are common and difficult to manage. Therapy is mainly palliative. Use of topical imiquimod has been assessed for surface metastases. We report on four patients with cutaneous melanoma metastases treated with topical imiquimod associated with carbon dioxide laser in the first two patients and with electrocoagulation in the two others. For two patients, we noted complete regression of the lesions after 15 and 18 months. For the two others, treatment was stopped after 9 to 10 months because of progression of subcutaneous metastasis and distant metastasis. Topical imiquimod is an alternative treatment used in superficial in-transit metastasis of melanoma. Its use as a monotherapy is sometimes ineffective. We elected to use combined pre-treatment with carbon dioxide laser or electrocoagulation in order to potentiate the action of imiquimod. This simple and inexpensive therapeutic strategy constitutes a palliative treatment that can allow prolonged local control of cutaneous metastasis.